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Sect ion  A:  Read in g   

I n t r od u ct ion  

 
The paper is organised into three sect ions. Sect ion A tests only reading and 

is based upon an unseen passage. The passage studied in Sect ion A was 

adapted from  Ghosts of Everest :  The Authorized Story of the Search for 

Mallory & I rvine by Jochen Hem m leb, Larry A. Johnson and Eric R. 

Sim onson. The passage describes the circum stances prior to the clim bers 

depart ing for the sum m it  of Mt  Everest  and then speculates upon the 

m anner of their  deaths. Sect ion B tests both reading and writ ing by asking 

candidates to respond to one of the non- fict ion passages from  the 

Anthology, in this case, Explorers, or boys m essing about? Either way, 

taxpayer gets rescue bill. Sect ion C is a single writ ing task that  is not  

connected to either of the reading act ivit ies already undertaken on the 

paper. The paper was well received with m ost  candidates finding it  very 

accessible.  

 

Qu est ion s 1 - 4  
 

Exam iners reported that  the choice of reading ext ract  was “gr ipping and 

interest ing”  and that  this could be seen in the m anner in which candidates 

responded. The passage was accessible to alm ost  all candidates, with very 

few experiencing any real difficult ies in reading com prehension.  Quest ion 1 

was a single m ark quest ion and asked candidates to give two words to 

describe the oxygen equipm ent  used by the m en. Candidates needed to give 

two words in order to gain the m ark. Most  candidates scored well on this 

quest ion and recognised that  the equipm ent  was prim it ive, unreliable and 

brutally heavy. Quest ion 2 was generally well answered, with the m ajor ity of 

candidates gaining the full 2 m arks for giving two phrases that  the writer 

used to show how am azing this part icular clim b was. Most  read the quest ion 

carefully and ext racted relevant  phrases from  the passage. However, 

exam iners report  that  som e candidates m ay have lost  t im e by writ ing a 

detailed answer and com m ent ing on and explaining the choice of the writer ’s 

language. Quest ion 3 asked candidates to explain what  we learn about  the 

characters of Mallory and I rvine, using their  own words. There were five 

m arks available with the m ark schem e ident ifying eight  possible responses. 

Many candidates did well on this quest ion, often picking out  the m en’s 

bravery and determ inat ion and their  desire to succeed. Weaker answers 

described what  happened to the two m en or sim ply sum m arised parts of the 

passage instead of m aking focussed com m ent  on character. More able 

candidates dist inguished st rongly between the two characters, not ing the 

cont rast  between I rvine’s m ore relaxed stance in cont rast  to Mallory’s 

organised, even obsessive equipm ent  checks, and also the differ ing ways in 

which both m en died. However, som e candidates lost  t im e here as they used 

quotat ions to support  points, which was not  necessary. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

The key discr im inator in Sect ion A is the higher m ark tar iff quest ion 4 and 

its focus on the writer ’s technique. I n this instance candidates were asked 

to focus upon how the writer t r ies to interest  the reader in the events 

described in the passage. Bullet  points offered further support  for 

st ructur ing an answer around the weather on the m ountain, the deaths of 

the two m en and the writer ’s use of language. Alm ost  all candidates were 

able to at tem pt  this quest ion and used the bullet  points to helpfully 

st ructure their answers into three parts. Vir tually all candidates were able to 

m ake som e com m ents on the harshness of the weather. Som e took 

“condit ions”  to refer to such m at ters as pr im it ive equipm ent  but  argued 

their points quite successfully.  Most  were able to look at  som e aspect  of 

how the deaths were described very different ly. Bet ter answers recognised 

the deliberate cont rast  between the brutal death of Mallory and the slow 

death of I rvine. They also recognised the use of short , abrupt  sentences to 

describe Mallory’s death com pared the com plex sentence used to depict  

I rvine’s death. I n term s of language, exam iners felt  that  the text  contained 

an array of language features accessible to all abilit ies and that  m any 

candidates were able to m ake som e language com m ents, with m any 

recognising the use of rhetor ical quest ions in the early part  of the passage 

as a way of drawing the reader in. The wording of the quest ion is clear in 

that , “You m ay include brief quotat ions from  the passage to support  your 

answer” , and that  this is not  a requirem ent . However it  is t rue to say that  

bet ter answers often use key quotat ions as a support  to st ructure their  

response to the quest ion, and this is an approach that  can be recom m ended 

to cent res.  

 

Sect ion  B:  Read in g  an d  W r i t in g  

 

Qu est ion  5  

 

This quest ion is based on a prepared text  that  alm ost  all candidates seem ed 

to have som e knowledge of. However there seem ed to be som e uncertainty 

in weaker answers about  how the m en are presented and what  the writer ’s 

views are with som e claim ing that  the m en are perceived as brave, or that  

the writer creates sym pathy for the m en and their  predicam ent . Bet ter 

answers had a general understanding of im m atur ity but  did not  always 

support  these or develop them  very effect ively. The best  answers showed a 

percept ive understanding and were able to explain the range of feelings that  

the writer conveys, from  scorn, to sarcasm , disbelief and plain anger. Som e 

also recognised that  the writer did not  reserve his cr it icism  to the two m en, 

but  also descr ibes Mrs Vestey as recklessly indulgent  in her response to 

what  happens.  

Qu est ion  6  

 

The writ ing task in Sect ion B is intended to be them at ically linked to the 

reading task in Sect ion B. I n this paper candidates were asked to write a 

let ter to their  local newspaper giving their  views on how to im prove road 

safety. The t it le was accessible to alm ost  all candidates and alm ost  all 

candidates were able to m ake a response to this quest ion. Many candidates 



 

adopted an appropriate tone and form  for the let ter with som e set t ing out  

the sender’s and recipient ’s addresses although this is not  required. Those 

at taining higher m arks were often quite forceful about  what  needed to be 

done and offered a clear perspect ive and a range of ideas, including lollipop 

ladies, speed hum ps and im proved driver/ pedest r ian educat ion. The 

weakest  responses were often incom plete, com m unicat ing at  a basic level 

that  showed lit t le awareness of the reader. The best  responses wrote with a 

skilful com m and of language and technique that  showed a sophist icated 

cont rol of technique for deliberate effect  and an acute understanding of 

audience and form . 

 

Sect ion  C:  W r i t in g  

 

Qu est ion  7  
 

This quest ion asked candidates to write a cont r ibut ion for a m agazine about  

what  m akes them  happy, with further support  offered through bullet  points. 

This quest ion proved to be accessible to m ost  candidates. Weaker responses 

were often lacking in paragraphing and a sense of st ructure, often failing to 

m ake effect ive use of the bullet  pointed list , intended to help candidates. A 

feature of these answers was they often adopted a list  st ructure with lit t le 

explanat ion or expansion of any sort . They were often br ief and tended to 

be lim ited in their  abilit y to clearly explain their  thoughts. I n cont rast  m ore 

able responses were able to dem onst rate an understanding of how to create 

and sustain a piece of writ ing that  addressed the quest ion and which 

dem onst rated a high level of accuracy com bined with sophist icated cont rol 

of expression and st ructure. The im portance of fam ily featured in m any 

answers and m ore able answers showed how they were able to use em ot ive 

language and other techniques to create a real sense of relat ionship and an 

em ot ional connect ion with the reader. There were also m any lively and 

engaging responses that  explored the nature of happiness itself and wrote 

about  how they were inspired by m usic, sport , nature and academ ic 

achievem ent . Most  had a clear st ructure and were reasonably accurate. For 

som e, t im ing was once again an issue with som e candidates st ill not  giving 

sufficient  t im e to Sect ion C, which is worth one third of the m arks for this 

paper.  
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